LEADER Bible Study
God had chosen Mary and Joseph to be Jesus’ earthly parents. Mary and Joseph named their baby Jesus, obeying God in
faith that salvation had indeed come into the world. (See Matt. 1:21.) When the time came for Jesus to be dedicated and
Mary to be purified, Mary and Joseph took Jesus to the temple in Jerusalem.
According to the law given to Moses, after a woman gave birth, she was “unclean” and would observe a period of
purification. Then she would bring an offering to the priest. (See Lev. 12:1-6.) Jesus was about five weeks old when Mary
and Joseph dedicated Him to the Lord and offered the required sacrifice.
Simeon was also at the temple that day, not by mere coincidence but by the Holy Spirit’s leading. (Luke 2:27) Simeon spent
His life serving the Lord and looked forward to the day when God would keep His promise to comfort Israel. (See Isa.
57:18.) God promised that Simeon would live long enough to see the Messiah. That day had finally come. Imagine his joy.
At last, the Savior was here!
Simeon saw the baby Jesus, took Him in his arms, and praised God. Simeon expressed prophetic praise, trusting by faith
that God would keep His promise through this child: “My eyes have seen your salvation” (Luke 2:30). Through Jesus,
everyone would be able to see God’s plan. Jesus would be a light for all the nations. He would bring honor to Israel.
Anna, a prophetess, also praised too. At well over a hundred years old, Anna began to speak about Jesus to everyone who
was looking forward to God’s bringing salvation to His people.
Today, we can have faith in Jesus and His finished work on the cross for our salvation. When God opens our eyes to the
good news of the gospel, we can live and die in peace, for our eyes have seen His salvation. We can joyfully share this good
news with others.

The BIBLE Story
JESUS WAS DEDICATED
Luke 2
Bible Storytelling Tips
Act it out: Choose four volunteers to silently act out the story as you tell it. Provide a baby doll as the baby Jesus.
Use hand gestures: Capture kids’ attention by moving your hands as you tell the story. Raise them as Simeon speaks or hold them to your head like Jesus’ amazed
parents.

Mary and Joseph’s baby—God’s own Son—was a few days old when Mary and Joseph named Him Jesus, just like the
angel had told them to do. One day, when Jesus was a few weeks old, Mary and Joseph took Jesus to the temple in
Jerusalem.
Mary and Joseph wanted to obey God and His law. The law that God gave Moses said, “When a woman’s first son is
born, his parents must dedicate him to the Lord.” The law also said that the child’s parents should give a sacrifice. At the
temple, Mary and Joseph presented Jesus to the Lord and offered two birds as a sacrifice.
Another man was at the temple. His name was Simeon. Simeon loved God, and he trusted in God’s promise to send a
Messiah to save people from sin. God’s Spirit was with Simeon, and God had told Simeon that he would not die until
he saw the One who would rescue people from their sin.
That day, God’s Spirit had led Simeon to the temple. Simeon saw Jesus and picked Him up in his arms. God’s Spirit
showed Simeon that Jesus was the promised Messiah. Simeon was so happy. He praised God and said, “Lord, you can let
me die now. You kept Your promise, and I have seen the One who will save people from sin.” Simeon said that Jesus
would save God’s people, the Israelites, and Jesus would also save people from other nations.
Mary and Joseph were amazed at what Simeon said. Simeon blessed Mary and Joseph. He told Mary that being Jesus’
mother would be a very good thing, but it would also be very hard. Some people would love Jesus, but others would hate
Him. Things were going to happen that would make Mary very sad.
A woman named Anna was at the temple too. Anna’s husband had died, and Anna was very old. She stayed at the
temple and worshiped God all the time. Anna came up to Simeon, Jesus, Mary, and Joseph and she began to thank
God. Anna talked about Jesus to people who were waiting for God to keep His promise to send a Savior. She told
them the good news: the Savior was here!
Mary and Joseph finished dedicating Jesus and making sacrifices to God. They obeyed God’s law. Then they went
back home to Nazareth. Jesus grew up and was strong and healthy. He was wise, and God was happy with Him.
Christ Connection: Throughout the Old Testament, God promised the arrival of a king who would redeem people. When
Jesus arrived, Simeon and Anna knew He was the promised Messiah. Today, we have faith that Jesus is God’s Son. We can
trust Jesus for our salvation, and like Simeon and Anna, we should share the good news.

The Gospel: God’s Plan for Me
Ask kids if they have ever heard the word gospel. Clarify that the word gospel means “good news.” It is the message about
Christ, the kingdom of God, and salvation. Use the following guide to share the gospel with kids.
God rules. Explain to kids that the Bible tells us God created everything, and He is in charge of everything. Invite a volunteer to
read Genesis 1:1 from the Bible. Read Revelation 4:11 or Colossians 1:16-17 aloud and explain what these verses mean.
We sinned. Tell kids that since the time of Adam and Eve, everyone has chosen to disobey God. (Romans 3:23) The Bible calls
this sin. Because God is holy, God cannot be around sin. Sin separates us from God and deserves God’s punishment of death.
(Romans 6:23)
God provided. Choose a child to read John 3:16 aloud. Say that God sent His Son, Jesus, the perfect solution to our sin problem,
to rescue us from the punishment we deserve. It’s something we, as sinners, could never earn on our own. Jesus alone saves us.
Read and explain Ephesians 2:8-9.
Jesus gives. Share with kids that Jesus lived a perfect life, died on the cross for our sins, and rose again. Because Jesus gave up
His life for us, we can be welcomed into God’s family for eternity. This is the best gift ever! Read Romans 5:8; 2 Corinthians
5:21; or 1 Peter 3:18.
We respond. Tell kids that they can respond to Jesus. Read Romans 10:9-10,13. Review these aspects of our response: Believe in
your heart that Jesus alone saves you through what He’s already done on the cross. Repent, turning from self and sin to Jesus. Tell
God and others that your faith is in Jesus.
Offer to talk with any child who is interested in responding to Jesus. Provide I’m a Christian Now! for new Christians to
take home and complete with their families.

